
GRIMSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
 

Minutes of the Parish Council held on the 3rd December 2018 at West Grimstead Village Hall. Present:  
Councillors Sowerby (chair presiding), Clark, Wilkinson, Shrapnell, Doran, Daffern, together with Wiltshire
councillor R Britton plus five members of the public. Apologies were received from Cllr Christie.

 
 
 Public Speaking Time   A member of the public queried the number of days/nights that were

granted at Hazel Hill Farm.  It was felt this should be monitored.  The clerk to write to Enforcement.
 
Mr Sharp has been in touch with the Woodland Trust regarding the planting of hornbeam trees on his
land. He wondered if the Parish Council would like one of these trees.  This to be discussed at the
next meeting.
 

Clerk

153.18 Wiltshire Council Report.   At the recent Area Board Meeting it was reported that ten suspect fly
tippers had been interviewed under caution but it was frustrating that court appearances took so long
to materialise.  
It was confirmed that Kier Pritchard has been appointed the Chief Constable for Wiltshire.
The Boundary Review will be available on the 5th February, 2019.
 

 

154.18 Minutes   The Minutes of the meeting held on the 5th November, having been circulated, were taken
as read and signed.
 
Items dealt with by the Clerk
 

 

155.18 Recreation Ground Two new ropes for the climbing frame to be ordered at a cost of £202.00 plus
VAT.   Other work on this apparatus has also been carried out.  A hole has been drilled to fix the
centre gate.  Also the fence along the road has been tightened up.  
The seesaw has now been repaired and is fully operational.    The clerk to write to Mr Gorringe
thanking him for the work involved.  
The mound of soil at the back of the field (dug out from the petanque area) was discussed.   There
are two people in West Grimstead who would like this soil but a meeting will be organised to
discuss whether it could be used for future projects.
Cllr Shrapnell will fix the seat which is by the play equipment, to the petanque area.  
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156.18 Highways   Gays Drove  Nick Cowen, the footpath warden, reported that the Enforcement Team are
looking at specific enforcement action in the community area.   They are going to supply some signs
to put up during the coming week.  There is now sufficient information from Enforcement to be able
to address Mr. Knapman’s earlier suggestions and then focus on him agreeing to barriers.   The
enforcement team are keen on a lockable barrier at either end of the drove.
Bugmore Lane Ditch   With regard to Mr Knapman’s refusal to dig out the ditch, Graham Axtell,
Highways Engineer, has now forwarded a plan showing the extent of the highway to the Drainage
Team who in turn will serve notice on Mr. Knapman.   Chris Craig of the Charity is going ahead with
the cutting of the hedge.
Flooding at Parsons Cottage, Bugmore Lane   Mr Anthony Cooper is helping to sort this out.
 Apparently there is a blocked culvert opposite Parsons Cottage.   The clerk to write to Highways
stating that the culvert is in a state of disrepair.  
The posts at the small triangle at Chapel Hill have been installed.  
The Parish Steward is in the parish on the 5th December.   Cllr Sowerby will arrange to meet him.  
Crockford Road   Highways to be informed of the large pot hole in Crockford Road.
Butterfurlong Road  Concern was shown over the length of time the barriers have been in place.  The
clerk to write and find out when and if any work will be carried out. Also there are fruit trees which
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need cutting back by Jessamine and Laburnum Cottage.   The holly hedge at the end of the road also
needs cutting back.
Long Drove   The clerk to write to Highways regarding the Road Narrow sign and asking for this to
be replaced.
Horsepond   At present, water is running freely into and out of the pond.  

​
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157.18 Footpaths   It was reported that even more vehicles/cycles are using the circular footpath near
Willow Cottage.  A “Footpath Only” sign is needed on the Circular Footpath Post.  The clerk to
contact Nick Cowen.  Cllr Sowerby agreed to look at Footpath 5 as there is a stile available.
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158.18 Vison Update  All documents are now on the web site.   The clerk and Cllr Shrapnell to organise the
provision and erection of the two letter boxes.  

 

159.18 Privacy Notice The necessary changes have been made and approved by the Parish Council.  This is
now on the web site.
 

 

160.18 Planning
18/10827 – Notification for prior approval for a proposed change of use of agricultural buildings to
a flexible use within shops, financial and professional services, restaurants and cafes, business,
storage or distribution, hotels or assembly or leisure (B8 use) at Nightwood Farm, West Grimstead.
Although the change of use of the buildings satisfied the conditions, Councillors were very
concerned about the increase in heavy traffic along the small country roads.  Also the Parish Council
would like to know the exact use of the buildings.  
18/11024 – Proposed replacement dwelling, garage annex, stable and all associated works at Lyvers
Farm, East Grimstead  Although Cllr Sowerby explained the application, it was felt more time was
needed to look more fully at the application.   The clerk to write for an extension of the time in
which comments could be made.
18/11109 – Removal of existing shed and construction of garage with storage space at Springfield
House, East Grimstead An extension of time to be requested
18/11178 – Roof conversion, extension and alterations at Joladima, West Grimstead  An extension of
time to be requested.
Dillons Farm/Valley View  Cllr Sowerby to contact Enforcement on these two properties as it was
reported there is a lot of vehicular movements going on.
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161.18 Precept/Budget   This was discussed and in view of the fact that there is £23,000 in the bank
account, it was agreed to precept for £10,000 for 2019.   Grants can no longer be relied on because of
all the cutbacks from Central Government.
 

 

162.18 Accounts for Payment    
The following account was passed for payment
 

​ ​Hurdcott Landscapes Ltd (grasscutting)     70.22
 

 

163.18 Speed Indicator Device   A letter received from Simon Nightingale stating he has been in touch
with Tom Bray of the Southern Area Board regarding SIDS.   The Area Board has a rota for these
devices organised by the River Bourne Community Farm. The set up to be looked at again as some
parishes have dropped out of the scheme.   It was agreed to wait to hear from Tom Bray when the
matter will be discussed again.  
 

 

164.18 Date of Next Meeting – 7th January 2019 at East Grimstead Reading Room at 7.30 p.m.  

 


